
 

The newly renovated biology room at SHS.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Changes to the school calendar: 

Give back days used so far- 

December 22 

January 16 

February 17 

February 26 

 

For up to date information, vis-

it:  

http://www.sayresd.org/

QuickLinks/Calendars.asp 

A Look at New Biology Room  
By Austin Willis  

    

    Mrs. Pettit, a Biology teacher here at Sayre High School, 

has recently moved into a new Biology room for the 2011-

2012 school year.  Mrs. Pettit is very excited about her new 

room when I sat down with her, but there were some down-

falls to having a new place to teach. She claimed to have 

heard talk about getting a new room, and she knew Mr. 

Twigg and herself would be the next to get one. This rumor 

was heard when Mrs. Tracyôs and Mrs. Schwabôs was done 

about three years ago. Still, Mrs. Pettit didnôt think she would 

get a new biology room this soon, which was very exciting 

for her. Some of the benefits with the room have even made 

teaching much easier. 

Continued on page 6   
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Homecoming 2011  

Desirae Waltman being crowned Sayreôs 
2011 Homecoming Queen by Brandon 
Fuller and Ryan Myers. 

Mike Bostwick being crowned Homecom-
ing King at the pep rally by Angel King 
and Desirae Waltman. 

By Aubrey Smith 

   This yearôs homecoming event turned out to be as great as planned.  There was wonderful 

weather not only for the parade, but for the game as well. Everyone worked very hard to make 

our parade successful despite the hardships our valley has faced. All of the students as well as 

the teachers came together as a group to pull it off. Although there were no floats like most 

years, our school pride still shone through tremendously.  

 

   During the game, our football team fought very hard to beat South Williamsport and it looked 

like we might win the game once the half time show came around. The girls on homecoming 

court all were dressed and ready to go, and the weather remained a very good temperature. After 

a few, but long, minutes the homecoming queen was revealed and Desirae Waltman won queen. 

After this exciting event, the boys came back out to show that they can win when they defeated 

South Williamsport. 



 

Flooding Aftermath  
By Megan Cole 

   The 2011 flood affected many, was drastic, and caused many local families to 

relocate. The Mullens have been forced to move from 115 Northeast Street in Sayre and 

are currently residing at 317 Harrison Street. The damage, according to Jim Mullen, 

was ñpretty bad, it flooded the basement and downstairs, and hit the upstairs about 19 

feet of water.ò Tammy Mullen, the mother of the family, then mentioned that their 

house broke the record in Bradford County for having the most water in her home. 

Tammy Mullen says she is very 

happy in her new home and is 

thankful that they got a place to 

stay so quickly.  When asked if 

she likes her current place of resi-

dence more than her last, Tammy 

Mullen promptly answered yes 

but then paused for a moment and 

went on to say, ñI will miss the 

old home because of all the mem-

ories, but I do like this house 

more.ò When asked if anything of 

great value was lost, instead of 

worrying about material objects 

such as televisions, washers, or 

dryers , both Tammy and her hus-

band Jim Mullen agreed that the 

most valuable loss was the memories, things the kids made for them, and pictures that 

could never be replaced.  When Jim Mullen was asked how the flood affected his work 

he replied, ñI had to take about 8 days off, the school helped, so there werenôt many 

problems.ò Tammy Mullen, however, answered in a humorous tone, ñIt ruined my daily 

cleaning, being that Iôm a homemaker.ò This family has suffered a great loss of their 

home, treasured pictures, knickknacks made by their children, and many other posses-

sions; but were blessed with quick placement of a home that theyôre all comfortable in. 

Sadly, not all were as fortunate as the Mullens and arrangements are still being made 

for those unfortunate people. 

Aftermath of the flood that hit our valley in  

September. 

What Do I Think About 9th Period?  
By Brittany Ruvolo 

   I think that 9th period is good for students to finish their work and catch up on missed 

work. My classmate, Erika Russick, is in favor of having a 9th period class. She thinks it 

is helpful for students. Brandon Beeman, my other peer, thinks that 9th period is not im-

portant. Personally I think 9th period is beneficial for students who struggle with their 

classes. 

íFour Weeks We Rehearse and Rehearseî 
By Austin Willis 

   With a little more than four weeks to rehearse, the cast of Sayre High Schoolôs pro-

duction of Beauty and the Beast is frantically practicing to be prepared for opening 

night on November 11, 2011. Tickets are $8 for reserved, preferential seats and $6 for 

senior citizens and general admission. Directed by Justin Shaw, the cast is excited to 

put on performances of a life time from November 11th to November 13th at the Sayre 

High School auditorium starting at 7 p.m. on November 11th and 12th and 2 p.m. on No-

vember 13th. There will be food, roses that light up, and other goodies for sale on per-

formance days. The whole cast invites you to ñBe Our Guest.ò 

2011 Homecoming Queen candidates stand 
with last yearôs Queen, Megan Kyc, before 
the game. 

  Mrs. Shoemakerôs Reading class. Their 
challenge this year: to read 40 books!  



 

New Year, New Advisors  
By Megan Cole 

   With this new school year comes new advisors, Ms. Brandt for 9th, and Mrs. Botter-

busch for 12th. Ms. Brandt knew before she graduated college it was a goal of hers to be 

an advisor for a club or activity.  

ñS.H.S. means a lot to me, and 

this is just a small way I can 

give back something,ò Ms. 

Brandt says as the interview pro-

gresses. Ms. Brandt is awaiting 

the class election to be complet-

ed before deciding on fundrais-

ers. Her goals are to hold a fund-

raiser around Christmas, and 

before Easter, also Semi-formal 

dance, or maybe a game night of 

some kind to raise money for a 

local charity, but arenôt giving 

too many details on her plans so 

far.  In her position so far Ms. 

Brandt is ñabsolutelyò enjoying 

her position. Ms. Brandt also mentioned the applications for student officers received 

were phenomenal, and she was blown away by how well organized, creative and well-

thought out the students were.  ñWith a group of students like this, how can you not have 

fun, and enjoy yourself?ò Ms. Brandt said in her closing statement. 

 

   Not only is there a new advisor for 9th grade but 12th also has a new advisor, Ms. Bot-

terbusch, who is hoping to make this senior year a memorable one.  

 

   Ms. Botterbusch took the position of 12th grade advisor because it is their last year and 

believes the senior year should be a memorable one. Her experiences in this field are 

more along the lines of being in coaching positions and leading groups outside of school. 

Her plans for this yearôs seniors include: the class trip to Ocean City, a few fundraisers, 

and the upcoming Winter Ball. Ms. Botterbusch enjoys her position so far because of all 

the work that goes on behind the scenes. ñSo far the officers have really helped out to get 

everything together [and] the officers have taken some of the burden off my back to get 

things done,ò states Ms. Botterbusch in her closing statement. 

 

Senior Class of 2012 poses outside after spending the day 
field decorating.  

The Annual 2011 Cavalcade of Bands  
By Chaz Zimmer 

   On September 28th the Sayre High School Marching Band made the trek to Towanda 

High School to perform in the annual Cavalcade of Bands. Along with Sayre, the 

Marching Trojans, the Marching Wildcats, the Black Knights, the Wyalusing Rams, the 

North East Bradford Marching Band, the Canton Warriors, 

and the Spirit and the Pride of Pennsylvania: Mansfield 

Universityôs Marching Band also performed. The theme 

this year for the Sayre Band was James Bond and it 

wowed the audience with a line up of the original James 

Bond Theme, Gold Finger, Nobody Does it Better with 

solos by: Angel King, Sarah Polinski, and Derek Young, 

The Living Daylights, a percussion feature with a solo by 

Troy Lattimer, and Live and Let Die.  

   After all of the Bands performed their shows, all high 

school bands re-assembled on the field for the Mass Band 

piece ñMama Mia,ò originally by the Band Abba. After 

concluding the mass band piece the Mansfield University 

Marching Band took the field and performed several piec-

es such as Odeô Fortuna and Aug Dem Anger from Car-

mina Burana, and America the Beautiful. At the end of the 

night the audience left the stadium stunned by the audacity 

and volume of the Mansfield Band and the developing talent of the young high school 

bands and was over all another successful Cavalcade. 

Senior Drum Major, Angel King, leads 
Sayreôs band at the 2011 Cavalcade.  

Breast Cancer Awareness Game  
By Lea Scopelliti  

   On Friday, October 14th, our own Sayre cheerleaders turned the football game against Muncy 

into a breast cancer awareness night. The cheerleaders wore pink breast cancer shirts and bows 

in support of this cause and they encouraged coaches, football players, band members, and 

spectators to do the same. The cheerleaders also sold raffle tickets at the game for a chance to 

win a pink, breast cancer awareness blanket in which all proceeds would benefit the Susan G. 

Komen Foundation. Not only was this game dedicated to breast cancer awareness, it was also 

parentsô night.  But instead of the traditional red and blue carnations given to parents, pink car-

nations were used to go with the theme of the night. Cheer coach Stephanie Yanuzzi plans to 

make this breast cancer game an annual event.  



 

New Teachers at SHS  
by Amber Morgan 

   Ms. Grunza 

Flooding and Sports  
By Alex Lyons 

    Some of our sports programs were greatly affected by the recent flooding in the valley. The 

boys and girls soccer teams were forced to relocate where they practiced and even had the dates of 

games moved around because of the flood. 

For the last couple of weeks the teams 

were actually forced to share practice 

fields with other sports teams, such as the 

football team. I asked Mrs. Tracy, the Jun-

ior High Soccer Coach, how she felt about 

how her team was mostly affected and she 

told me that her team was not able to play 

multiple games due to the flood because 

they had no place to play. The Junior High 

team was forced to eventually hold their 

practices at Snyder because it was one of 

the only fields open for them to practice 

on. When asked how she felt about the 

flood in general all Mrs. Tracy could say 

is that ñIt was a very tragic event and itôs 

going to take some time for people to recover from what happened.ò  

Sayreôs Junior High Soccer team, practicing at Riverfront 
Park after the flood. 

   The school year of 2011-2012 at Sayre High 

School in welcoming some new members of their 

teaching staff. Because several teachers retired 

there are many new teachers in the building. I got a 

chance to talk with one of the new members of 

SHS. Ms. Grunza took a few moments out her 

busy day to sit down and chat with me about her 

year so far at Sayre. 

Ms. Grunza was not nervous to start working at Sayre, as she was more anxious and ex-

cided than nervous. Ms. Grunza couldnôt wait to wait to meet the kids and staff she would 

be spending the school days with. Throughout the school year so far Ms. Grunza says, 

ñThe experience has been great.  All the teachers have been really welcoming, the support 

staff had been really supportive within my class.ò When asked what was her favorite thing 

about SHS, she says that all the students from her classroom to all areas of the school have 

been energetic and full of school spirit. She also told me that she is really enjoying the 

school colors; from high school to college her school colors were always that same: red, 

black and white. To be at Sayre with school colors other than red, black, and white is a 

good change of scenery.  Ms. Grunzaôs  average day at Sayre is hectic overall but fun and 

enjoyable.  When asked what her favorite part of her job is she said, ñItôs seeing the basic 

skills turn [into] real life experiences that they [her students] will use after high school.ò 

   Over all, Ms. Grunza is a great addition to the SHS team of teachers.   

Thought on the Aftermath of the Flooding  
By Brittany Ruvolo 

   The after math of the flood is very hard to think about because everyone that was affected by the 

flood lost homes and many valuable items. The valuable items included many things like their 

house, toys, shoes, clothes, and  everything that you would need to survive and to live your life. 

Itôs hard to rebuild everything from the very bottom. When the flood came it destroyed everything 

in its path. Entire communities of houses, buildings, stores, and gas stations were swept away with 

the raging river. It will take much time to get the community back on its feet. Even though it will 

take much time the communities will rebound and become very successful places again one day.  

Calendar: 

November 11thï No School, Act 80 Day 

November 11th and 15th ðParent Teacher Conferences  

November 23rdðHalf day; 24th, 25thðNo School, Thanksgiving Break 

November 28thðNo School, Buck Day  



 

 
Members of FBLA prepare for the 2011 Haunted House at SHS.   

   The 2011-2012 Sayre Golf Team 
L-RðSandon Beeman, Joe Kozemko, John Shaw, Ben Northrup,  Cuyler Ko-

chin, Charles Zimmer  

Haunted House  
By Amber Morgan 

   On October 8th and 9th the Sayre High School basement was turned into a haunted 

house by the FBLA. The scaring hours were from 3pm to 9pm on Saturday and on Sunday 

the scaring hours were from 3pm to 7pm.  When entering the haunted basement there 

×ÅÒÅ ÓÃÁÒÙ ÓÉÇÎÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȬÂÅ×ÁÒÅȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÁÒÅȭ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÁÒÅÓ 

did too. When asked what was their favorite part, Sayre students Alysha Walters, Angelica 

Frantz and Tia Archer all had something that they liked most about it. Alysha Walters re-

ÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÐÁÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÉÅ ÔÈÅÁÔÅÒ ȬȬÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÓÃÁÒÙ ÐÁÒÔȟȭȭ 

ÓÈÅ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄ ÃÈÅÅÒÆÕÌÌÙȢ !ÎÇÅÌÉÃÁ &ÒÁÎÔÚ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ȰÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÇÏÏÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ 

×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÅÎÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÈÏÒÒÏÒ ÍÏÖÉÅÓȟȱ !ÎÇÅÌÉÃÁ ÇÕÓÈÅÄȢ 4ÉÁ !ÒÃÈÅÒÓ ÅÎȤ

joyed how the FBLAers put so much time and effort in the haunted house; it was very cre-

ative Tia replied. Over all, they all agreed that the haunted house was a thrilling activity 

and look forward to the haunted houses in the future. 

John Shaw Represents Sayre at Districts  
By Charles Zimmer 

   On October 6th, senior John Shaw went to the district golf match and shot a 103 and golfed 

alongside Towandaôs Jake Manchester. The rules of the district match were different from the 

standard NTL rules, being that there is no 10 stroke limit. This means that with penalties you 

cannot hit the ball more than ten times and the conditions of the course were also less than desir-

able. There were no special rules in effect for any of the hazards, standing water, or any weather 

related conditions. ñIt was a hard round, I was trying to play quickly because I also had a soccer 

game afterward,ò John Shaw added. His best shot he described was on a par four hole, where he 

sank a 20 foot putt and got a birdie (one under par.); par means it should take four strokes to get 

into the hole.  He also said that even though the sand traps were excellent, compared to Sayreôs 

home course Sheppard Hills, the rough was very long which is hard to hit out of. The course 

was also very long and there was also a lot of water on the course making it a very grueling 18 

holes. 


