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Rusty Rail food drive in full swing 
By Karlee Kenney 

   The Rusty Rail Food Drive final tally is 

right around the corner and the SHS Student 

Council and senior Frankie Galizia have been 

working hard to make sure Sayre has a strong 

showing this 

year. 

  Galizia, act-

ing as the food 

driveôs inde-

pendent coor-

dinator, is 

known for 

many contribu-

tions to the 

food drive ef-

forts, and has 

been a major 

voice in the 

success over 

the past five 

years.  

   So far, Frankie has collected over 20,000 

items of food for the annual drive. 

   How does he receive so many donations? 

   ñI contact various local businesses and ask 

them to help contribute to such a worthy 

cause,ò he said. ñMany of these businesses 

donate gift cards, products, or money to help 

support the food drive efforts.ò  

See RUSTY RAIL on page 3 

CALENDAR 
Friday, Nov. 6ðSayre vs. Athens football 

game (7 p.m.) 

Friday, Nov. 13ðParent-Teacher confer-

ences (8 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.). No 

school for students. 

Tuesday, Nov. 17ðParent teacher confer-

ences (6 to 8 p.m.) 

Wednesday, Nov. 25ï Half Day 

(Thanksgiving Break) 

Thursday, Nov. 26-27ï No school 

(Thanksgiving Break) 

Monday, Nov. 30ð No school (Buck Day) 

 

Frankie Galizia 

 

   SHS cheerleaders show spirit in the 

Homecoming Parade on W. Lockhart 

Street. 

Report Cardsï Nov. 6 Rusty Rail Tailgate-5 p.m. 



Archives makes move to new quarters in ñ180 hallò 
By Frankie Galizia 

    Ever since the district archives moved from the top of the library to their new location, the 

room 180 hall, everything has improved. The archives are managed by Sayre Area School Dis-

trict volunteer and school board member Kay Husick. Mrs. Husick said the reason why the ar-

chives were moved is because the new location 

is bigger, less condensed, easier to move around 

in, and handicap accessible.      

   ñIt took about ten days to move all of the ma-

terial, while moving several boxes with the help 

of students, maintenance, the technology de-

partment, and the volunteers,ò she said.  

   According to Mrs. Husick, the different types 

of materials that are contained in the archives 

include: clothing, uniforms, Sayrenade year-

books, pictures, posters, banners, trophies, 

awards, plaques, and several newspaper clip-

pings ranging all around the history of Sayre 

Area School District.  

   The contents of the archives are the result of 

generous donations made over many years. 

   ñAll of the archives are donated by members 

of the local community,ò said Mrs. Husick. The 

most prized possession in the archives includes 

all of the scrapbooks, which contain numerous 

pictures and stories about all the different 

sports, clubs, and activities from a long time, 

she said. 

   Even with all of these prized and valuable 

school district valuables and treasures, a lot of 

time and work to preserve them is put in. Mrs. 

Husick cited her love of things from the past as 

a prime motivation for working in the archives. 

   ñI love history,ò she said. ñI am a Sayre graduate; so are my mother, children, and grandchil-

dren. I have been on the board for thirty years and have served as the chairman of the archives 

committee for the past 10 years.ò 

   The archives is open to everyone in the local community on Mondays and Wednesdays every 

week from 1:00-3:00 P.M. Anyone wishing to volunteer or any juniors or seniors in need of a 

senior project can help to perform several exciting tasks and projects within the archives depart-

ment such as conducting research for several sports and clubs like: cheerleading, majorettes, 

basketball, baseball, and several other sports.  

 

   Longtime school board member Kay Husick 

is a volunteer in the school districtôs newly-

relocated archives. (Photo by Frankie Galizia) 

   ñI love history,ò she said. ñI 

am a Sayre graduate; so are 

my mother, children, and 

grandchildren.ò  
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Homecoming weekend 

 a real thriller!  
By Conor White 

   Sayre High School seniors anticipated 

homecoming weekend, which was October 

9th and 10th. It featured a pep rally on Friday, 

a parade Saturday at 3:30 followed by the 

crowning of homecoming queen Rachel 

Polinski during halftime. Doug Hickey was 

crowned Mr. Sayre on Friday during the pep 

rally. 

   Besides Polinski, the court consisted of Jes-

sica Bentley, Courtney Bostwick, Karlee 

Kenney and Celeste Smith. The court for Mr. 

Sayre, besides Hickey, was Joe Antonetti, 

Nick Coyle, Derek Courtright and Rob 

Rought.   

   At the pep rally held in the gymnasium, all 

sports teams and coaches were recognized. A 

highlight was the use of glow sticks thrown 

into the bleachers by Sayre cheerleaders. 

There were an estimated 300 people in the 

gym, according to one participant.   

    On Saturday night, the football team 

played South Williamsport and rallied for a 

thrilling overtime win against the Mounties. 

Homecoming Royalty 

Doug Hickey Rachel Polinski 

RUSTY RAILðððððððððððððððððððð- 
Continued from  page one    

   Many of the donated  items included cases of ramen noodles, canned food items, and 

bottled water. The items for the food drive that are needed are: canned foods, spaghetti 

sauce, peanut butter, jelly, and cereal.   

   The SHS Student Council has also been collecting items in several classrooms and 

will be responsible for the final calculation of the schoolôs total collection amount. 

   Galizia, for one, is optimistic about the outcome of the food drive with rival Athens. 

    ñThis year will be an even more successful year than before,ò said Galizia. 

    The Rusty Rail Food Drive is a friendly competition between Sayre and Athens High 

Schools.  The collected food items help to benefit the Salvation Army food pantry. 
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   Andrea Ward and Lauryn Luchaco, 

sophomores at SHS, take a break from 

studying in the library. (Photo by Kim 

Firestine)  
   Eighth grade boys prepare to run the 

mile in gym class. (Photo by Kacey Am-

merman) 

   Senior Mike Setzer  wears stickers after 

the Seatbelt Challenge. (Photo by Kim 

Firestine) 

   Austin Willis and Dakotah Willis take part in 

Homecoming Spirit Week festivities. Austin is 

dressed as Mr. Handrick, while Dakotah 

dresses up as Mr. Reilly.  
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Celeste Smith 

12th Grade 

Alex Porter 

10th Grade 

Matt Bruer 

11th Grade 

Favorite movie: Fight Club 

Favorite ringtone: ñWhistling Wizardò 

Artist seen in concert the most: The Devil Wears 

Prada 
Favorite fast food: Burger King  

If I had $1 million, I wouldé: ñBuy a house with 

all the  fixings.ò 

 

Favorite movie: Shrek 

Favorite ringtone: The standard ring 

Artist seen in concert the most: The Blues Brothers 

Favorite fast food: Panera Bread 

If I had $1 million, I wouldé: ñInvest in stock, put 

some away for college, and buy a house.ò 
 

Favorite movie:  The Last House on the Left 

Favorite ringtone: ñMeet Me Half Wayò by the 

Black Eyed Peas 

Artist seen in concert the most: Skillet 

Favorite fast food: Wendyôs  

If I had $1 million, I wouldé: ñBuy a huge house, 

save some for college, and get a Ferrari.ò 
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Girls fall in districts against 

strong Loyalsock team 
By Madison Harford 

   Before the season started, new coach Tracy 

Mennig said one of her goals for the season was 

making district 

playoffs. Her 

wish came true as 

Sayre earned the 

right to play the 

Loyalsock Lady 

Lancers  in a Dis-

trict IV Class AA 

playoff game. 

Unfortunately, the 

girlsô dropped a 8

-2 decision in the 

first round of 

playoffs ending 

their  season at 10

-8-1. 

   Sayre was led 

by junior scoring 

ace Megan Kyc, who set a new school record 

earlier this season. Kyc, who scored the second 

goal against Loyalsock late in the game, now 

holds the school record for goals with 66. 

Freshman Mikala McNamara scored first nar-

rowing the lead to 4-1. 

   Goalie Paige Smith had 16 saves against a 

strong Loyalsock team that ranked fourth in the 

district. Sayre was ranked 13th. 

    Earlier in the season, the girls made a strong 

effort against rival Athens, holding the Lady 

Wildcats to a 0-0 tie in double overtime.    

   Kyc set the school record by topping Alison 

Meyerôs record with 57 goals. Earlier, she 

scored her 56th goal which eclipsed the total set 

by her sister, Amanda Kyc.    

   This yearôs captains were senior Rachel 

Polinksi, Courtney Bostwick, and  Kyc. 

Megan Kyc 

 

SHS wins Coaches Invitational 
   The Sayre girls and boys cross country 

teams won the NTL Coachesô Invitational 

this year, claiming victory on a rain-soaked 

course at Northeast Bradford.  

   At districts, junior Hannah Robinson quali-

fied for states after an 11th place finish in 

Bloomsburg. Robinson, who had surgery last 

year, lost her left shoe but still managed to  

finish near the front of the pack. States are 

Saturday in Hershey, Pa. 

   At districts, Mark Hedgeland was the boys 

top finisher, placing 20th, narrowly missing 

state qualification. 

   Hannah Robinson is the lone Redskin quali-

fier for states. 
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SPORT  
Rought leading team to best season in many years 

By Amanda Merrill  

   Sayre senior running back Robbie Rought has been one of the key players this season in the 

NTL and the team is counting on him to have a big game in Fri-

dayôs Rusty Rail contest against Athens.  

   Rought has been one of the leading rushers in the NTL this year 

and an improved Sayre team has given fans many exciting games. 

    On Friday, Sayre lost a heartbreaking 15-14 decision to Wya-

lusing in a game that wasnôt decided until the final 27 seconds. 

Sayre dropped to 3-6 while Wyalusing won the NTLôs Small 

School title.  

  In the Wyalusing game, Rought had 52 yards and teammate Joe 

Yanuzzi rushed for 43. Quarterback Tyler Williams, only a 

sophomore,  had three completions for 57 yards.  

   Wyalusing scored the winning touchdown, their only lead of the 

game, after trailing 14-8.  

   In the Muncy game the week before, Muncy scored a big 47-10 

win over the Redskins. The Redskins fought valiantly in a Senior 

Night game in the torrential rain but fell short against the Indians. 

   The week before, Rought  played a huge part in the 28-21 over-

time win against South Williamsport. Played before an Home-

coming Night crowd, Rought had the crowd going wild with his 

interception right before the end of the first half.  

   Sayre was down 14-0 in the first quarter but they struck back. Senior Aaron Voelker had a 23 

yard touchdown pass followed by Roughtôs interception which tied up the game. At the end of 

the third quarter, the game was still tied up at 14-14. At the end of the fourth quarter, the game 

was tied up at 21-21 which had the game go into overtime. It was a 6-yard run for the winning 

touchdown by Rought that made that possible. Rought ended the night with 137 yards on 16 

carries. Williams had 62 yards on 8 attempts as well.  

    There are many highlights so far this season for Rought but beating Cowanesque Valley 54-

35 was a big highlight for the rugged Redskin running back.  

   The Sayre football team has shown a lot of improvement this year and one of the biggest im-

provements has been in the back field. 

   ñThe most improved would have to be our  sophomore quarterback Tyler Williams,ò stated 

Rought. ñHeôs a young player starting at the varsity position but he has stepped up to the chal-

lenge.ò  

 

Rob Rought 
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SPORT  
Boysô soccer team falls to unbeaten top seed in districts 

By Kimberly Firestine 

   The boys soccer team suffered a tough loss to top-seeded Southern Columbia Saturday by a score 

of 3-0 ending a successful and historic season. 

   In their first district game, Sayre defeated Bloomsburg 3-2 at 

Hughesville. 

   The team finished at 13-6 overall and 11-5 in NTL. Athens 

won the league title while Sayre finished third behind Troy. 

   After tough back-to-back losses to Northeast Bradford and 

Athens, the boysô varsity soccer team regained momentum for a 

run at districts.  

   Junior Taylor Skerpon set the record for goals scored this sea-

son, scoring his 67th goal against Athens on October 12th. The 

previous record was 66 goals scored by Brian Pinkard. Skerpon 

now has 71 career goals 

   The team, coached by Ron Prados, qualified for the District IV 

playoffs on September 26th after defeating Wellsboro 5-2.  

   ñI didnôt know how well we were going to do with so few 

team members and the loss of our senior goalie,ò noted senior 

Michael Setzer. ñHowever, the team has been doing really well, 

and Riley Card has really stepped up.ò  

   Skerpon, Josh Burlingame and Terence Meeker all made first 

team NTL All-Stars. Scott Beeman and Mark Hickey earned 

second team selections while Trey Hildebrandt, Dan Weber, 

Spencer Ward and Riley Card received  honorable mention. 

   Taylor Skerpon set the  school 

record by scoring 71 career goals. 

 

Volleyball team ñstepped it upò to improve season 
By Mikaela Hyjek 

   The Sayre volleyball team had an improved season this year. With many of the same players re-

turning from last year, the final team record was 6-10.  

   The Lady Skins, coached by Tiffany Schlosser, managed some big wins against rival schools, such 

as defeating Waverly 3-0 on Monday, September 28.  

   The returning players included Elizabeth Higley, Carly Murphy, Karlee Kenney, Celeste Smith, 

Tara Agnew, Michelle Berquist, Jessica Bentley, Tara Banfield, Desiree Waltman, Terah Glose,  

Ashley Miner and Jenna Twigg. The team also had a new addition, German exchange student Lisa 

Breuer.  

   Captain Karlee Kenney had only good things to say about her team and how hard they have 

worked to become the team they are today.  

    ñWe definitely improved since last year,ò said Kenney. ñWe got used to the winning thing and 

every loss was a well fought one.ò 
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